HL4001 review Pan Am 377

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
This model comes in the new box with the flap cover over the front replacing the all clear plastic front. It is well secured inside a stiff plastic shell inside the box and added flap cover provides even more protection.

Like the other 1/200 airliners this model has a great deal of metal in its construction. The wings, vertical tail and fuselage are all metal leaving only the horizontal stabilizers to be plastic. This model definitely is a heavy piece of die-cast.

The paint and markings are undeniably up to the high standards Hobby Master has demonstrated on previous releases. The doors and windows are all clearly displayed and even the finest and smallest markings and words can be read clearly, albeit some need a magnifying glass. 

You have the option of displaying the model on or off the stand that is provided. You have the option to display the model with gear up or gear down. The 377 sits very steady on all three points and there is absolutely no sign of tail sitting. The balance in my opinion is perfect. The gear can be added or removed in a bout 30 seconds because it is just a matter of plug_and_play. There aren’t any little fiddly parts to assemble, they come in one piece. Each piece of undercarriage fits very well in place and can only be inserted in the correct direction because of a mortise and tenon effect which only allows it to be inserted one way. If you don’t want the gear down Hobby Master has included plastic parts to fill the empty space so it looks like the gear is up and doors have closed. When I first received my sample I noticed a piece of metal wire in the shape of a loop with a about an inch and a half long finger that had a small hook on the end. “What in the world is this for” but then I noticed that the small pieces that insert into the fuselage and wings to look like undercarriage doors had a little slit in them. Brilliant, insert the metal finger in the slot and use the hook portion to lift the plastic part out rather than having to pry it out with a knife blade or some other object that probably will scratch the finish. Another nice little touch Hobby Master has come up with.
What looks like a gap between the upper and lower portions of the fuselage as viewed in a few photos doesn’t exist. What causes this is the good old camera close-up, angle, lighting and whatever else that magnifies things. Some times a picture is worth a thousand words and sometimes a picture causes someone to write a thousand words. It is a trick the camera plays with your eyes.

The wheels are made of rubber but don’t roll but who really cares if they don’t. Once the model is in my display case it isn’t going anywhere so worry about rolling or non-rolling. But what does move are the plastic propellers that have some pitch to them and turn freely with the slightest breeze. This is great for those of you that like to use a fan when you photograph your models. The engine nacelles are made to look like the real thing and not just one big shapeless piece of metal.
Once I had gone over the model from nose to tail I was totally pleased with the results. What can I say except make certain you get one for yourself. Like I have mentioned in previous reviews I think 1/200 scale is definitely the best scale for these amazing airliners. In 1/200 scale these models are a thing of beauty because you can actually make out details that aren’t present on the smaller scales. Also these models are big enough to appreciate the detail but not too big to be displayed. You get the best of both worlds. Pan Am is one of the first names that come to mind when you think of airlines so make certain you don’t miss out on this excellent model.
