HL3002 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
This model comes in the new box with the flap cover over the front replacing the all clear plastic front. It is well secured inside a stiff plastic shell inside the box and added flap cover provides even more protection. The plastic bumps that stick out from the bottom layer of the protective shell and hold the model securely in plastic are nice and pliable making it easy to push them in so the model can be lifted out. Some of these plastic shells seem to be made from a heavier or thicker plastic and can make it a bit hard to push these bumps in. Also another small but very much appreciated thing Hobby Master has started to do is to put all the small fiddly parts in clear plastic bags. This way they don’t fly all over when you pop the model out of the shell or if you happen to drop the shell on the floor.

Like all of Hobby Master’s 1/200 models this Viscount has a good heft factor. Right away you know you haven’t paid out good money for a mostly plastic model.

The wings, vertical tail and fuselage are all metal leaving only the horizontal stabilizers and propellers to be plastic. The propellers spin freely without any wobble.
The model can be displayed with wheels down or up and can be displayed on the stand that is provided. To me having the option of changing the landing gear is a big plus. Also each landing gear is made in one piece so there is no fiddling around with tiny parts. The gear simply pushes into the wheel well and can only be inserted one way because there are tabs that only fit one way. All the wheels are made of hardened rubber and the main gear wheels roll but the tiny nose wheels don’t. It appears to me that Hobby Master has come up with some new nose wheels that get rid of any extra plastic between the wheels like the first few releases have. This makes the wheels very slim looking and more in proportion with the rest of the nose wheel gear.
If you want the wheels up than just give each wheel a little tug and out they come. Then you cover the open wheel wells with plastic doors. The model sits very nicely on the stand and is quite secure because the end of the stand inserts into a hole in the models belly. The hole has a plug that removes revealing the hole or covers it otherwise. The entire model sits very solidly in place on its under carriage as well and Hobby Master has captured the correct stance and balance of the Viscount.
I think Hobby Master has released another great looking aircraft. The light blue on the lower half of the aircraft combined with the white upper half make a nice finish. Speaking of finish the fit and finish are excellent. Continuing in their masterful paint and markings application Hobby Master doesn’t disappoint. Both are flawless and the markings are very clear and easily read. Some of the markings are in Chinese characters so I’m not even going to try to comment on the accuracy of the spelling. Doors and window markings are all there and are tampo applied like the other markings.

I like the shape and contours to the engine nacelles. They aren’t just long pieces of metal stuck on the wing that leave everything up to your imagination.
Once again Hobby Master has captured the look of the Viscount’s distinctive hump over the cockpit. Personally I’m very pleased with the entire shape of the model. This is not your run of the mill scheme and offers a pleasant variation to any collection. I doubt if you will ever regret purchasing this little beauty.
