HL2004 review Swiss Air DC 4

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
This model still comes in the old box with the clear plastic window. I believe it is the last in this series to do so. It is well secured inside a stiff plastic shell inside the box but the newer box has an added flap cover that provides even more protection.

This model might be 1/200 scale be it does have a lot of weight, heft factor I call it. So when you pick it up you know you aren’t buying a piece of plastic. Let me tell you what is plastic, the horizontal stabilizers, wheel-well covers, stand and propellers. So that leaves about 98% of the model to be metal.

The finish is flawless, no smears or bubbles or imperfections at all. The paint is silver with tampoed markings. Hobby Master is a master at paint and markings and this is just another example of superb workmanship. The paint scheme for this Swiss Air DC-4 isn’t one of the most colorful or elaborate but Hobby Master has done extremely well with the markings that are required. The windows and doors are shown along with the civil registration and the company name. As well the tail bares the iconic white cross on a red background. All the leading edges are black to represent the de-icing boots. All the markings are crisp and clear and couldn’t have been done better.
I find the fit of all the parts are very acceptable with no Grand Canyon gaps. The wing blends in nicely with the fuselage and I’m told Hobby Master intends to try and get any spaces between parts down to an absolute minimum.

The model can be displayed sitting on the wheels or displayed on the stand that is included. If you don’t want wheels down than is easily solved. The landing is easily remove by pulling the gear out that is all one tight fitting piece and replacing it with the wheel well doors in a closed configuration. The landing gear has different size tabs on the end so you can’t insert them backward. The main wheels are hardened rubber and roll while the nose wheel is cast metal that doesn’t roll but looks very realistic. Realism is what this hobby is about as far as I’m concerned. I’ll give up a rolling wheel for detail any day.
I like the way Hobby Master has fashioned the engine nacelles with various sections that add a lot of realism. The nacelles aren’t just one long piece of continuous metal. The propellers spin freely without the least amount of wobble. I also like the shape of them.
Someone said to me “but the antenna above the cockpit looks a little too big.” Well as far as I know if it is it is because they didn’t want to make such an intrigue part too delicate and have it break off and get lost. In my opinion the antenna looks fine in real life.

Sitting here looking at the model from the side it is apparent that Hobby Master has captured that nose up attitude of the DC-4 parked on the tarmac.

This is another fine example of why 1/200 is so popular. This scale permits you to see some detail that isn’t possible on the smaller scales. My conclusion, you definitely won’t go wrong buying this model.
