HL1006 review AA Electra

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
Well this review will be bitter sweet which you will read about further in the review.

Sweet: The model arrived and it is in the new box with the flip open front instead of the clear plastic window used on previous models. This front helps to provide added protection for your model, at least in my opinion and it is a welcome addition.

The model comes with the option of being displayed on the stand that has been provided or it can sit on its undercarriage. It does sit very nicely with no signs of tail sitting. Hobby Master has the weight spread correctly to make the front portion heavier than the rear. The under carriage can be switched for wheels up or down quite simply by inserting the landing gear into the wheel wells or remove them and replace them with the covers for the wheel wells. The gear is made so it will only fit one way so you don’t put the wheels on backwards (not that you would). The landing gear is made of metal. The wheels are hard rubber and they all roll if that is important to you. The propellers are made from metal and spin freely without wobbles.

The fuselage, wings and vertical tail are all metal with the horizontal stabilizers made of plastic. This 1/200s have a large amount of weight when you consider their small size. Hobby Master has lessened any gaps between the wings and fuselage and in my opinion you can’t get any better unless the wings and fuselage had been made in one mold.
The polished metal finish is superb and not seen too many times because of the difficulty applying it and the extra cost. The markings are all very nicely done in the usual Hobby Master tampo fashion and combine with the metal finish to give you a stunning looking model.

So far it has been the sweet, now the bitter. Instead of the orange markings the model was finished with red. I believe there is a new job opening in Hong Kong if you want to apply. Although the model isn’t 100% accurate it does make a great looking model sitting in the display case.
