HL1005 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
Release number 5 of the Hobby Master Electra and it just gets better with each one. This Varig L-188 is made using the same large amount of metal and the minimum plastic. The only plastic are the horizontal stabilizers.

The blue, white and silver paint scheme is applied very skillfully and the markings are tampoed with great expertise as well. The grey that runs the length of the wing’s upper surface really adds to the over-all appearance. The windows doors and emergency exits are displayed correctly. If there is any thing you can fault Hobby Master for it certainly isn’t for the paint and markings.
Like the previous Electras the engine pieces have been made in different molds and fit very tightly together giving what I would consider the most realistic looking model engines.

The fit of the wing to the fuselage is absolutely wonderful. There is hardly any visible gap because Hobby Master went to great lengths to precision make the various parts just so the fit would be so good.

. The one-piece all metal landing gear with rolling rubber wheels and metal doors fit in place so smoothly and snuggly that there is no need for force. The same goes for the removal of the gear if you want your model in an airborne pose, the landing gear removes without any struggle. The gear that has been removed is replaced with a couple of small panels (doors). The aircraft sits nicely on the landing gear with no tail sitting or it can be displayed on the stand that is provided. The undercarriage is all metal with rubber rolling wheels.
The propellers turn and don’t have any droop like some other company’s models. It looks like Hobby Master has added a tiny drop of silver paint to the tips of each propeller blade to give it a shaded look as if the blade had curve to it. I think it works quite nicely. Probably not as nice as a molded blade that had the curve built right in but quite acceptable as is and less costly. 

I think Hobby Master is at the top of their die-cast 1/200 scale airliner collectables game and it will only get better with each new release.

You will be proud to park this model next to any other 1/200 scale airliner by any company. You just might be so proud that you find yourself sending the other guy’s aircraft into the hangar.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

