HG4101  review
I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
The Marder III comes in the standard Hobby Master packaging, a window box with the model housed in a clear plastic case. The base of the display case is black with the model information embossed on the front left corner. The model is fastened to the base by two screws that you remove from underneath the base. The tracks and the base don’t come into contact because Hobby Master has left a small space between the two so that over time the plastic won’t soften the rubber tracks.
Since I mentioned the tracks I’ll start there. As I said they are rubber and are fixed in place so they don’t roll. In my opinion Hobby Master has done an excellent job with the weathering. The tracks have this silver brown color as if they have been used and have accumulated some rust. All the road wheels, return wheels and drive sprockets look well shaped but without any weathering.
The hull is metal with nice weight considering the small size of the model. The deck and turret are plastic so all the great detail can be provided. There are tools, spare track sections, machine guns and more on the deck portion. The gun travel lock is visible but is fixed in place. Now for the best part, the turret turns, the cannon can elevate and they even went to the extra trouble to make the gun so you can slide it back and forth as if it was recoiling after being fired. The barrel and breech all slide on the support rail under the gun. Be careful though because if you slide the gun in there is a small piece of plastic sticking up between the two seats. On the real machine this part is hinged and was lifted up or down to provide support along with the gun travel lock. On the model it isn’t hinged and can be broken of if you slide the gun mechanism back with the gun elevated. The entire gun and mechanism are very well replicated. Inside the fighting compartment there are the storage containers for the ammunition and crew seats. At the back of the compartment is a catch basket for the spent shells but this also served to carry just about anything the crew needs. Hobby Master did a nice job on the exhaust at the rear under the basket.
Fit and finish are superb.

I would have to go so far as to say that in the Hobby Master 1/72 Ground Power Series this Marder III is probably the best detailed and most intricate of all their models in this scale. I love the Jeep with limber and trailer but there is just something special about the Marder III. Maybe it’s the level of detail and/or the moving parts but probably it is how everything is so well made and works.

If you look at the quality of this model and consider the very low price this is a definite must have model. I have the model sitting on my desk as I write and I just can’t help looking at it. It is just one of those models that you look at and smile. ☺☺☺☺☺
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