HG3801 review 

US M8 Light Armored Car, "A" Troop, 25th Cavalry Recon.
(Mechanized) Squadron, 4th Armored Division
I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. 

The model comes in its own clear plastic case mounted on a black plastic base. The two parts of the case come held together by 2 clear plastic elastics. The front left corner on the base is embossed in silver with the type of tank, unit and dates.
The hull is all die-cast metal, no plastic used here. For the size of the vehicle it is quite hefty.
The 6 wheels are made of rubber and all roll freely with quite nice detail. Like other vehicles in this class the front wheels do not steer.
Deck and fenders are also metal and have an excellent amount of detail. The paint scheme is your basic OD (olive drab) with a few well applied markings. All the markings are tampo applied (pad application) and are very crisp and easily readable. The vents and grilles are well formed and they included an axe that I found to be a nice touch. You’ll find headlights and a tow hook along with all the humps and bumps of the real vehicle required for the interior workings such as the engine.
Turret and main gun are all die-cast metal and the turret can turn as well as the gun being able to elevate. The tip of the barrel is blackened to add to the detail and looks excellent. The turret has all the hand holds and necessary contours that add the tiny detail Hobby Master is known for. You can see the 0.30 caliber machine gun sticking out through the mantlet and the 0.50 caliber machine gun is mounted on top of the turret.
On my model I found the fit to be very satisfactory. No glaring holes or gaps to look at, everything is where it should be and nice and tight. Every model Hobby Master produces seems to improve a little when compared to the previous one. So when they started out with a real winner you can be sure that no matter which model you buy you will be buying quality and really getting your monies worth.

This vehicle definitely will be a big hit with collectors. It comes with everything you would hope to find in a quality 1/72 model. This vehicle series is a welcome change from all the massive tanks and your collection will definitely look better with this piece included, I’m sure you won’t be disappointed.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

