HG3502 review

Centurion Mk. 5 British Army

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
Hobby Master followed their first Centurion release with another one just as well made. This one also is all one color, green but that is correct for this tank. The paint is flawless but I wouldn’t expect anything but coming from Hobby Master. The few markings that are on this model are very clear and well applied by tampo method.

The tracks are soft rubber and appear to be correct in shape and width. The tracks don’t roll and are spot glued in place and the suspension looks fine. The wheels have a nice shape to them and there is no sign of weathering. All Hobby Master Tanks have arrived looking like they have come from a museum, which is fine with me. The problems with most model tanks that have weathering are they are over done at least in my opinion so pristine works for me. The hull is metal with a metal weight inside to give it some real heft factor.

The deck and side skirt or as some call it “bazooka skirt” are plastic. This is par for the course and allows for all the detail of hatches grilles and vents that we expect. Hobby Master has done a very nice job providing these things plus they have added some tools that look like they were made and painted separately from the main tank. There isn’t any sign of brown or silver overspray from the shovels and other tools to be found on the tank body. They really took the time to get these tiny features right and it really adds to the overall great look of the model. The only thing on my version is on the back; the tow hooks aren’t drilled out so there are these two bumps sticking out. It’s not a huge thing and probably the majority of people would even give it any attention because they do look like they belong if you don’t know what they are there for. A minor nitpick. The headlights have a silver paint to make them look like glass and it really does add to the appearance. The stowage boxes and exhausts are very well done. A spare track section on the front is always a nice addition.

The turret is plastic but once you see all the detail for stowage boxes and jerry cans and smoke dischargers you will understand why. This turret has more things added to it, stuck on it than anything I have seen so far. All of this is supposed to be there to make it look like the real thing; these aren’t just items Hobby Master dreamed up. There is a machine gun mounted on the Commander’s cupola. The top of the turret is full of hatches and periscopes and vents, this really is a nicely detailed model. The main gun is metal and the end has been drilled to add realism. This is a very nice feature to see rather than a drop of black paint to simulate this. The shape of the barrel is excellent with the small increase in diameter at the tip and the fume extractor half down the barrel. The turret turns and the main gun can be elevated.

I think Hobby Master did as nice a job on their second release of the Centurion as they did with their first. I look forward to displaying this model with the rest of my tanks.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

