HG3301 review T-55A

Russian Medium tank # 383
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
The tank comes in a window box and held in place on top of a black plastic stand by two screws. The front left corner of the stand has the name and information of the model embossed in silver letters.

This portion is simply to explain the reason behind the reduction of the metal content and how it came about

This is the second of the 1/72 tanks with the reduced metal content that was made necessary to keep the retail price down at an acceptable level. From my understanding Hobby Master resisted the price increase for almost a year. When other companies lower their metal content to keep their profits the same Hobby Master reduced their profit margin rather than pass an increase on to us. However the 25% increase in labor cost in August and September was too much for them to shoulder any longer. Rather than increase the price by $5+ US or about 3+ GBP Hobby Master opted to reduce the metal content. They felt that since other companies have already gone to partial plastic and one makes models that are completely plastic that this would be the obvious solution. 

The detail and quality are still there and the metal turrets and guns will still be part of the models. The chassis is the portion that has been made from plastic and like most people stated “once the model is in the display case you wouldn’t notice any difference between this model and one that came out a month earlier. Hobby Master said they felt bad having to resort to this but had no other viable alternative and they will continue to produce quality, detailed and unique models at a very reasonable price.

At first glance it is an excellent looking tank. The chassis and suspension are all molded as one and the wheels are attached later. They are fixed in place with the track glued to the wheels to give it the track droop look. The deck is plastic and that is usual. This is the only way to achieve all the detail of the hatches and guns and vents and so on. There are 2 flexible tow cable attached to the shackles, one to the front and one to the rear. They provided the 2 X 200liter external fuel tanks and an unditching beam is fastened across the rear.

The turret and gun are metal and the gun is bored, not just a black dot of paint. The turret turns but the gun doesn’t elevate because Hobby Master added what would be the rubberized canvas mantlet using colored plastic to simulate the look. They achieved this quite nicely. All the lights and hatches are in place as well as the handholds around the outside of the turret. Where these handholds join the turret Hobby Master has added a small dab of plastic. They were very concerned about the frailty of these tiny pieces and even though they technically shouldn’t be there they don’t look out of place, as a matter of fact they seem very natural and do just what Hobby Master wanted to do, strengthen the contact points.

Over all this is a nice display piece and will sit very well beside anything you presently own. 

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
