HG3105 review

Cromwell Mk. IV, Artillery Observation tank, 5th Royal Horse Artillery Villers-Bocage, 

June 1944

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly 

from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.

The latest Cromwell offering from Hobby Master is a rather nice piece of die-casting. It comes enclosed in a plastic display that has a clear cover and a black plastic base held together by 2 clear elastics. The model is fastened to the base by 2 screws. Like the majority of Hobby Master tanks the model sits on the pedestal so the rubber tracks don’t come into contact with the plastic. If it did the tracks would most certainly stick like glue and over time would ruin the tracks. On the bottom left corner of the base Hobby Master has embossed some information about the model. This is nice because it makes it possible for people to know what they are looking at if they aren’t familiar with this tank. These are just a couple of little touch you will find with Hobby Master products.

The hull or chassis as well as the turret are metal, not plastic. There is no small metal weight inside the hull to provide even more weight so what you feel when you pick it up is the weight of the model itself. If I’m not mistaken even the wheels are made of metal.

The tracks are quite good and made from rubber. They are made long enough so they can sag a bit and follow the contour of the wheels. This adds even more realism to an already superb looking model. The tracks are lightly glued in place to hold the contour plus so they don’t keep slipping off the wheels.

Like all Hobby Master model AFVs regardless of scale this deck is made from plastic so all the vents, boxes, ridges and whatever else you find can be made to look as good as they do. Hobby Master has managed to capture the intricate features extremely well. They have gone to the trouble of providing tools that actually look like tools and not a blob of plastic that you have to keep telling yourself that is what they are supposed to be.

The turret turns and the 95mm barrel elevates. The markings are very clear and precise; there is no smearing or missed spot. The model has received the high quality Hobby Master paint application that we all expect. This is a model that both the avid collector and the casual collector will appreciate.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

