HG3103 review - Cromwell Mk.IV, King's Own Hussars,
7th Armoured Division "Operation Blackcock", Jan. 1945
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Plastic cover and base: the model comes in a case and held in place by 2 screws. The top portion is a hard clear plastic and sits on a black plastic base. The 2 pieces are held together by 2 clear elastic bands. The front left corner of the black base has the information about the model embossed in silver.
Hull: this is all metal with a heavier piece of metal fastened inside to give the model an overall good weight. This is a relatively small tank so even with the hull being metal it needed the extra to make it feel right when you pick it up. Once again the small size comes into play, the 4 towing shackles are molded as part of the hull because they are so little that it was impossible to make these parts separately and then attach them.

Wheels and tracks: the wheels are metal and are well shaped and detailed. The tracks are very narrow and made from plastic which tends to have a slight shine. There is no weathering applied in this area or on the tracks. A light application of weathering would have reduced the shine but it isn’t really all that bad to begin with. This would have added a little extra touch. The tracks don’t roll and have pins through the hull that hold them down to give them a drooping look that is found on so many actual tanks. This is a nice extra touch. 

Deck and fenders: these parts are made from plastic so the superb detailing on this model could be accomplished. They include stowage bins, tools, vents, hatches, machine gun and more. Fastened to the rear is a Normandy cowl that directed the exhaust away from the tank. This was added so troops that were getting a ride on the outside wouldn’t be asphyxiated. The look of the deck is very satisfactory and displays well.

Turret and main gun: both these items are made from metal and add to the overall weight of the model. The turret turns and the 75mm cannon will elevate. Because of its small diameter the barrel isn’t hollow and what is supposed to be the bore is represented by a black paint dot. It’s not what we would like to see but considering there isn’t much material to work with it makes it acceptable. Molded into the turret are hatches and bolts as well as vents, all the usual openings one would expect to find in a WWII tank. The stowage boxes are molded separately and attached to the sides and rear of the turret.

Paint and markings: the scheme is a field applied light white wash used to help camouflage the tank since this Operation took place in western Europe in January. The paint is applied with Hobby Master’s usual expertise and the only markings are very small division emblems on the front of the hull. Though very small they look great and wonderfully crafted and applied. It is amazing how detailed these little markings are.

Figures: this model doesn’t come with any figures but it would be nice if the commander’s hatch could open or be made in the open position so the figure could stand in the opening. It would be a nice touch to an already good model.

Fit: on my pre-production model I found the fit to be very satisfactory. No glaring holes or gaps to look at, everything is where it should be and nice and tight. Every model Hobby Master produces seems to improve a little when compared to the previous one. So when they started out with a real winner you can be sure that no matter which model you buy you will be buying quality and really getting your monies worth.

Summation: this model isn’t colorfully painted in a bright camo scheme and is a bit plain but if you remember the reason for the simple white wash scheme then this becomes and excellent model. If you like well made Cromwells and/or “Operation Blackcock” tanks this one fits the bill. This is well made, very detailed and a quality work of die-casting. Tanks are something like people; they all aren’t colorful and flashy at first glance but given a chance turn out to be a great choice.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
