HG3102 review British Centaur C.S. Mk. IV Cruiser Tank Mk. VIII, 

A27L 95mm Howitzer

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The model comes in a nice clear plastic display case with a black plastic base. Tampoed on the base in white letters is the same information that is the header for this review. It is very clear and well placed and a great asset when your collection grows and you need a little assistance jogging the old memory.

The hull is made of die-cast metal not plastic and to give it even more heft there is a metal slug fastened inside.

The tracks are extremely well done and made from soft rubber. The wheels don’t turn because the track is fastened in place so you get the droop that adds character to the model. The wheels are designed with the correct look for the Centaur and have a light weathering applied.

The deck is molded plastic that allows for all the fine detail that is required. It comes complete with a few tools and stowage boxes. The deck is adequately formed and has ridges and ribs along the fenders. There are headlight guards as well as all the vents and impressions where hatches would be. Weathering has been added to the deck wherever there is a seam or ridge just like the real tank would have. It is sufficient and not overdone.

The turret and main gun are all metal and shaped correctly. The turret turns and the main gun can be elevated and the end of the barrel is hollow adding realism and depth. The coaxial machine gun, pistol port, vents, hatches and periscope are all included. There isn’t any glaring over sights even the large bolts for the armor are there.

Markings for this model are extremely challenging with all the compass points on the turret. A close inspection reveals exactly how well they have been applied and how clear they are to read. The brigade markings are colorful as well as easy to read.

To sum it all up Hobby Master has created another 1/72 jewel. Combine this package of excellence with great pricing and you have a definite winner.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
