HG3004 review

Russian KV-2, Kalinin Front, Russia 1942
(winter paint scheme)
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly 

from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
The latest KV-2 offering from Hobby Master is a very nice piece of die-casting. It comes enclosed in a plastic display that has a clear cover and a black plastic base held together by 2 clear elastics. The model is fastened to the base by 2 screws. Like the majority of Hobby Master tanks the model sits on the pedestal so the rubber tracks don’t come into contact with the plastic. If it did the tracks would most certainly stick like glue and over time would ruin the tracks. On the bottom left corner of the base Hobby Master has embossed some information about the model. This is nice because it makes it possible for people to know what they are looking at if they aren’t familiar with this tank. These are just a couple of little touch you will find with Hobby Master products.

The hull or chassis is all die-cast metal there are no added weights to give some extra heft. What you feel is just the model with out additives. Even the wheels and bogies are metal and these too add to the total weight. Hobby Master tracks are very good looking and seem to be the correct width for battlefield tracks.

The deck is plastic in order to provide excellent detail such as vents, lights and small machine guns. Hobby Master has attached 2 tow cables to the front shackles and run over the chassis and fasten on either side just below the turret. The best part is these cables actually look like steel tow cables and they even are flexible. 

Moving up to the huge turret you find even more metal. The entire turret and gun are metal not plastic as found on a lot of the competitions models. The turret turns and the gun can elevate. The ladders are on each side of the turret as well as the rear machine gun and hatch. The actual turret isn’t as full of openings and vents and whatever else you might find on other tanks. I would call this a good example of Soviet technology at its usual simplicity. What Russian tanks lacked in sophisticated designs they made up for in numbers. They believed it was better to produce as many vehicles as possible and win with sheer numbers than to build a very complicated tank that took too much time to manufacture and was very difficult to maintain.

The paint scheme is a winter theme and I would say Hobby Master got it right because this is a very appealing model to look at. When it comes to markings there are none. When it comes to color there is none, only the soft off white over green. It may not be flashy like some other tanks but to me this just looks great, maybe it is just the height of the turret that does it.

This is a plain and simple model but a very well molded and assembled piece. Fit and finish are outstanding and everything comes together to provide you with a little gem.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
