HG3003 review - Russian KV-1, model M1940, 

124th Guard Tank Brigade, Leningrad, 1941
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Plastic cover and base: the model comes in its own clear plastic case mounted on a black plastic base. The two parts of the case come held together by 2 clear plastic elastics. The front left corner on the base is embossed in silver with the type of tank, unit and dates.
Hull: it is all die-cast metal, no plastic used here. On the back of the chassis there are tow cable shackles that do swing up and down. On the front are two more shackles with tow cables attached.
Wheels and tracks: the wheels are all die-cast metal and have good detail with all the spokes and hubs you would expect to see. The tracks are nicely shaped but don’t roll which doesn’t pose a problem for me, as I don’t play with mine. As well they are plastic and since there is no weathering there is a bit of shine to them. It’s not that they are bad it just would have been a nice little touch. 

Deck and fenders: these parts, like all the other tank models are plastic. They use plastic so they can achieve the high degree of detail with all the vents, stowage bins, ridges and rivets. The machine gun, headlight and viewing port are all present in good detail. The front tow cables that go down the front of the hull and attach to the front shackles aren’t hard rigid plastic. They are flexible and actually look like steel cables.

Turret and main gun: these are all die-cast metal and the turret can turn as well as the gun being able to elevate. The barrel is hollow to add to the detail and looks super attached to the well-shaped mantlet. The turret has all the rivets, vents, hatches, ports on the side and machine gun on the rear. 

Paint and markings: the 3-tone camo paint scheme is very well applied without over-spray or smudges. I find the pattern to be outstanding, just the right amount of each color and dispersed evenly over the entire tank. The paint scheme has a pleasant flow to it so your eyes aren’t drawn to one particular area. The camo paint scheme is also carried down to the wheels.
Figures: this model doesn’t come with any figures but it would be nice if the commander’s hatch could open or be made in the open position so the figure could stand in the opening. It would be a nice touch to an already good model.

Fit: on my pre-production model I found the fit to be very satisfactory. No glaring holes or gaps to look at, everything is where it should be and nice and tight. Every model Hobby Master produces seems to improve a little when compared to the previous one. So when they started out with a real winner you can be sure that no matter which model you buy you will be buying quality and really getting your monies worth.

Summation: this tank definitely will be a big hit with collectors. It comes with everything you would hope to find in a 1/72 model. This KV-1 has all the detail, quality and appeal of the first 2 tanks in this series. With all the metal Hobby Master put into making this model you will find the tank has a very good weight. Your collection will definitely look better with this piece included, I’m sure you won’t be disappointed.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
