HG3001 review KV-1E

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

It seems like it has been a long wait for the first of Hobby Master’s new entries into the 1/72 scale vehicle market but it turns out that it has been well worth it. The new KV-1E is a definite winner and it comes displayed in a nice clear plastic case with a black plastic base. This model does have good weight partly because of a metal slug placed in the hull but also because the chassis, turret and gun are all made from metal. 

In order to achieve the degree of detail and realism that we demand the deck is made from plastic. It is very well shaped and has all the hatches, vents and tools you expect to find. The tow hooks on the rear can actually be moved while the front pair has tow cables attached that run up to the deck where they are anchored. The look and feel of the flexible cables makes them look like the real thing. They are individual cables that have been added after the deck has been molded, they aren’t just part of the mold. On the deck you also find the machine gun and headlight. Rivets abound on the deck and turret that really add to the level of detail. A very nice light weathering has been added to the deck as well as the turret.

The tampoed markings on the side of the turret are of the same fine quality Hobby Master has continually delivered on all its previous models regardless of scale. The appliquéd armor on the sides of the turret is excellent and is spaced from the turret like it should. The vents on the top of the turret are all there and the rear machine gun housed in the turret is present and well shaped. The main gun can be elevated and the metal barrel has been hollowed out to give the proper look. All these great features add up to a superior turret that can be rotated.

The tracks and wheels are nicely made with some weathering added to the wheels. The wheels don’t turn but to me that isn’t a minus as I don’t play with my models and once they are in my display case it certainly doesn’t matter. The thing that does matter is the degree of detail and they certainly deliver this.

If you are someone who wants metal, likes to count rivets, demands detail and realistic features than you will be totally impressed by this model. I have to say that for Hobby Master’s first release in 1/72 scale armour they have managed to deliver a model that you would only expect from a company that has been doing this for years. If I ever had any doubts about Hobby Master’s 1/72 vehicles they have been eliminated.

If your financial resources are limited and you want to invest in a highly detailed, well-made unique tank that sells for a very competitive price then look no further than HG3001.
All personal opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

