HG1102 review Chinese Army IS-2 (JS-2)

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

Starting from the bottom and working up. The tank comes fastened to a black plastic base and has on it what looks like pad applied information that lists the type of tank and that it belongs to the People’s Liberation Army 1952. Although the tracks don’t roll Hobby Master has done a nice job. They are quite wide like the real tank and weathered to make it look like mud and rust residue build up that you would expect to see on a tank that had been in the field. The road wheels and return wheels (rollers) are all very nicely done and the spokes and hubs look very much like the actual IS-2 (JS-2). The wheels and torsion bar suspension don’t have any weathering and look like museum quality. This portion of the tank is adequately detailed.

The hull is made from metal and has a very good weight. I removed the turret and deck to take a look inside the hull and I was pleased to not see a metal slug. The front of the hull has a spare track link fastened to it to provide more frontal armor and the back has a couple of tow hooks. My copy of this model is a pre-production version so that may account for the lack of a tow cable being attached to these tow hooks and looped over the back where the gun travel lock is located.

The tank deck is plastic to allow for the molding of all the textures, grills, vents and stowage. The deck is well detailed with rivets and bolts indentations where hatches and other openings would be. A shovel that has been made separately was added along with metal tow shackles on the front right fender. External fuel tanks are present and a couple of stowage containers. There is a very light weathering applied but it only is noticeable in any small seam or joint. To me this is where you would expect to find a build up of oil, gas and dirt. Again it is light and only serves to enhance the over all look and appeal.

The turret is metal and has a slight texture to it like a real I would assume an IS-2 (JS-2) would have. Complete with rear machine gun, handgrips for soldiers to hold on to when they hitch a ride. The Commander’s hatch can be displayed open or closed by changing the cover as well it comes complete with a machine gun for him. The sights and periscope sit atop the turret and are satisfactorily shaped. The only markings on the tank are the numbers and Red Star on the side of the turret. Like I say it all my reviews they are superbly pad applied and add a little bit more to the over all appeal of this model. The cannon is impressive and this model does it true justice, from the well-shaped mantlet to the flash eliminator.

Well if you want a 1/48 scale IS-2 (JS-2) in a Chinese Army scheme then this is a great choice. I don’t think you can go wrong with this one.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
