HG1101 review Russian IS-2 (JS-2)

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The long wait for this much-anticipated model is over. One thing is certain, the model won’t just fall off the plastic base it is attach to because the 2 screws are so tight I had to use my handheld portable screw driver to loosen it. While talking about a base the tank comes fastened to a black plastic base and has on it what looks like pad applied information that lists the type of tank and its unit.

That said let’s move on to the model itself. The tracks, wheels and torsion bar suspension all are well done with slight weathering applied to the tracks to give the impression of earth residue.

The hull is made entirely of metal with no slug fastened inside to give you the false impression that the hull is made from heavy die-cast metal. There is a spare track link fastened to the front of the hull and tow hooks on the rear. Like the Chinese version of the IS-2 (JS-2) it would have been nice to have a tow cable fastened to these and looped over the rear where the cannon travel lock is. Remember this review is based on a pre-production version so the retail version might have a cable.

The deck is formed from plastic because of all the detail required to replicate grillwork, vents, fenders, ridges and plates. The engine air vents are lightly darkened to give the effect of depth and the look of dirt and oil residue. Weathering on the hull is very slight with it really only showing on anything that is raised from the deck such as the 4 external fuel tanks and fender bracing. Everything on the deck is very appropriate for this tank, the single headlight, claxon and stowage boxes. A shovel is fastened to the right side but it was made separately and added so it is correctly shaped and colored. A couple of metal tow shackles are mounted on the right front fender and they can swivel. The white tank number can be found applied to the glacis as well as on the sides of the turret. The brigade emblem of a white bear on a red star gives the tank a small splash of color. The white Berlin Star and white band around the turret replicate the field applied white wash that was meant to eliminate Allied aircraft mistaking them for German tanks. On the rear of the turret is an inscription that reads “Combat Friends”. All the accurate smudge free markings meet the high standards that collectors have come to expect from Hobby Master.

The turret as well as the main gun is made of metal. There are handgrips around the turret for outside riders. Sticking out through the rear of the turret is the close defense machine gun. On the very top is the Commander’s hatch along with his machine gun that mounts on the hatch ring. The hatch can be displayed open or closed simply by using the 2-piece open hatch cover or the 1 piece closed cover.

If you like Russian tanks with long barrels then I highly recommend this one. It is just an all round nice model and I think we get more than what you paid for.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
