HG1003 review 1-48 Sherman M4A3 105MM Howitzer,
H company, 69th Tank Bttn., 6th Armor Div.,
Ardennes, Belgium, December, 1944, "Battle of the Bulge"
Model comes with 3 figures
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Plastic cover and base: 

The tank comes mounted on a black plastic base and on the front left corner of the black base has the information about the model embossed in silver. Attached to the back wall of the cardboard box is a vacu-formed clear plastic package full with 3 figures and all kinds of kit. There is more kit located in a plastic bag taped to the bottom of the base. Whe the two are combined you should have enough to open your own model Army Surplus store. There are crates, cans, bedrolls, extra track links, extra wheels and more. The machine gun for the turret and the open hatch version are located in the bag under the base. 

Hull: 

This is all metal not plastic, even the suspension. In years gone by the walls of die-cast models were quite thick and therefore heavier when compared to today’s models. The molding process has improved greatly so they are now able to produce the same level of detail but with a much thinner wall. This thinner wall reduces the overall weight so even though the model is made from metal it doesn’t have the same heft factor when compared to the “old days” so a metal cylinder is placed in the hull interior. Using just today’s standards Hobby Master models have a nice heft factor since so many companies are using 95% plastic in their models. With Hobby Master the figures are reversed, they use 95% metal.
Wheels and tracks: 

Wheels are very nicely shaped and appear to be correct. Most of the wheels are metal but I can’t say for sure if the drive wheels are. The tracks are excellent representations made from plastic.
Deck: 

The deck is the part that is made from plastic. This is done to achieve the level of detail we expect on a model tank. Using plastic can provide all the hatches, vents and hooks. There are 5 or 6 tools attached to the deck and these are molded separately and painted before attaching them to the body. This adds so much more realism to the overall look. Up front headlights with guards, a machine gun and travel-lock are molded in or added later. 

Turret and main gun: 

The turret and main gun are both all metal with the end of the barrel hollowed out part way to give the best authentic appearance. The turret has a Commander’s hatch that has an optional cover for the open position. All the periscopes and other hatches can be found as well as a searchlight.

Paint and markings: 

The paint scheme is a light white wash of the basic OD. This was applied in the field during winter campaigns. Hobby Master has managed to apply a light frosted look that looks quite genuine. The few markings such as the star and numbers are up to the usual fine quality that Hobby Master continually provides. Clear, crisp and very legible is the best way to describe the tampo (pad applied) markings.
Figures: 

This model comes with 3 figures and this is a welcome addition. The figures are in 3 different poses as well as uniforms and are fairly well done. None of the figure are attached to a base but bases have been provided if you would like to use them. The Commander fits very nicely into the open Commander’s hatch and strikes a nice pose by pointing in the direction he wants to travel or pointing where he just caught a glimpse of the enemy. This is a nice little extra that adds a whole lot to the package.

Fit: 

I’m very pleased at the way every part fits nice and snug with no gaping spaces. The turret is just right, enough play to allow for turning but not enough to have it flopping around.
Summation: 

In my opinion this is an terrific model of a Sherman that would display well in any collection. Being 1/48 scale it is a good size for a normally small tank in 1/72 scale. This model isn’t done in any fancy paint scheme, as I said earlier it is a good representation of how a tank actually would have painted at the “Battle of the Bulge”.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
