HG1002 Sherman M4 105mm Howitzer

The second Hobby Master release of a 1/48 scale Sherman is the M4 105mm Howitzer “Houston Kid II”. Like the first Sherman the model is quite heavy but it too has a metal cylinder placed inside the hull to give it this weight. Even with the cylinder removed there is sufficient weight to call this a die-cast metal model. The chassis turret and gun are metal with the hull being the only plastic so about 80% of the model actually is metal. So if you are like me and want to collect metal models and still retain a large degree of detail you should be pleased with this model.

I find Hobby Master has worked on these tracks and have made an improvement over their earlier offerings of Tiger I’s and King Tigers. A generally better looking track with just the right amount of weathering and texture to finish them off. One thing I can’t quite figure out though is the fact that all the wheels turn, even the return wheels but not so for the very back wheel. It is fixed in position and creates a lot of drag on the track if you try to roll it so again I recommend that you don’t. If you are like me I don’t roll my models around so this is no problem for me.

A small amount of weathering that looks like mud and dust has been added around the bottom edge of the hull. All the creases where two surfaces meet have a light weathering as well. The turret turns the main gun can be elevated and the commanders hatch comes in two versions opened or closed. If you choose the open version it can be a little frustrating getting the hatch in place. On the bottom of the small arms that are supposed to be the hinges there are two small protrusions that push into two small indentations on the hatch ring that is part of the hull. It fits snuggly when inserted properly but I would recommend a tiny drop of white glue just as a precaution. A .50 caliber machine gun is provided for mounting on top of the turret but again it is very small and I recommend you over come the temptation to play with it once you have it installed.

Also included are lots of tarps, crates, cans and other assortments of goodies you can scatter over the tank to add that little extra touch of realism. Again Hobby Master provides the collector with the opportunity to add as much or as little as they want to their models. As usual Hobby Master has added tools that have been made separately and then attached to the deck so they look very realistic.

Paint and markings are up to the usual high quality we have come to expect from Hobby Master. The entire model has many small features that I’m sure you will find adds to its overall appeal and collectivity. I’d give a thumbs up for HG1002.

