HG1001 Sherman M43A 75mm

For their first 1/48 scale Allied tank Hobby Master has chosen the old tried and true Sherman 75mm. The first thing you will notice about it is its weight, you won’t have a hard time trying to figure out if there is actually any metal in this model. It definitely has the “heft factor” because plastic has been kept to a minimum. When I disassembled the chassis turret and hull I found that a metal cylinder has been placed in the middle of the chassis for added weight. The turret is in deed metal, the 75mm canon is metal and the chassis is metal leaving only the hull or deck as plastic. I thought to myself “oh yeah the old make it feel heavy trick” but even when I removed the cylinder I was pleasantly surprised to find there was sufficient weight left that would make me happy just like this. This didn’t leave me with the feeling that we are being cheating out of metal content. I guess the metal cylinder is for those among us that expect even more weight. 

This model does come with a lot of plastic but it is in the form of accessories. A full load of tarps, cans, boxes, rolls, extra track links, extra road wheels all sorts of little parts you can use for a diorama or just to add a little more realism to the tank. As usual Hobby Master has added tools that have been made separately and then attached to the deck so they look very realistic.

I find Hobby Master has worked on these tracks and have made an improvement over their earlier offerings of Tiger I’s and King Tigers. A generally better looking track with just the right amount of weathering and texture to finish them off. One thing I can’t quite figure out though is the fact that all the wheels turn, even the return wheels but not so for the very back wheel. It is fixed in position and creates a lot of drag on the track if you try to roll it so again I recommend that you don’t. I would say they did 95% of the job and went for a coffee break and when they came back they forgot where they has left off and forgot to make these two wheels so they could turn like all the others. I’m sure they have a logical explanation for this but I can’t figure it out. Maybe they thought the axle for the last wheel wouldn’t be able to take the pressure needed I don’t know but this really doesn’t bother me as I hold my models and look them over and back into the display case they go, no playing here.

A small amount of weathering that looks like mud and dust has been added around the bottom edge of the hull. All the creases where two surfaces meet have a light weathering as well. The turret turns the main gun can be elevated and the commanders hatch opens although it can be a little stiff doing this so I would recommend finding the position you like to see the hatch in and leave it there. A .50 caliber machine gun is provided for mounting on top of the turret but again it is very small and I recommend you over come the temptation to play with it once you have it installed.

I like the look and color of the paint scheme and as usual for Hobby Master the tampo markings are superb. All said and done when you consider the price along with the detail and the amount of metal you are getting this is definitely one very desirable Sherman.

