HG0110 review

King Tiger (Porsche)  sPzAbt. 506, Arnhem, 1944
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I’m not going to get into anything technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. Since this is a pre-production model I received it in a plain white box so I cannot comment on the packaging or the graphics.
The model comes mounted by 2 screws to a black-plastic base that has the tank information embossed in silver on the front left corner. The 3 figures that come with the model are in a clear plastic case fastened to the back wall of the cardboard frame attached to the base. All the figures are different and look fairly well done. I took the tank commander and cut the base off the figure and stood him in the Commander’s cupola that does open. Just make sure you lift the hatch with a pair of tweezers or something else like them at the pivot point that is at the outer edge of the hatch. Gently clasp the hinge and turn it back and forth just a hair as you lift straight up at the same time.

There is a fair amount of weight to the model thanks to a metal cylinder located inside the hull. The hull itself is made from metal so the cylinder is a bonus. The tracks look nice and are made from plastic and so are the wheels. Neither one turns nor rolls as the tracks are pinned down to give the look of track droop. There is no weathering so everything looks museum quality. My understanding is Hobby Master is considering adding weathering on future models but exactly when I don’t know.

The deck is made of plastic and this allows the creation of all the vents, hatches, rib lines and zimmerit. Hobby Master has provided shovels, hammers, tow cables and other little added features such as tow shackles that can move.

The turret is well shaped and covered with what is supposed to be zimmerit. The base plate of the turret is metal but the rest is plastic. I’m assuming this was done to make the zimmerit finish possible. The Commander’s hatch has a machine gun mounted on it. For some unknown reason the main gun is made from plastic and not the normal metal. The gun can elevate and the turret can turn.

The paint is well applied and the 2 balkenkreuz are nicely tampoed on the sides. The finish has a slight gloss to it and I would recommend that Hobby Master apply something like Dullcote to get rid of this.

This is a nice model but not one of Hobby Master’s best because of the lack of metal in the turret and gun and the slight glossy finish.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

