HG0109 review King Tiger (Porsche) 

w/ zimmerit, s.Pz.Abt. 503, #334, France, 1944
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

The overall first impression is this model looks like a very good addition to the other 1/48-scale tanks Hobby Master has already released. Although the markings are few they go well with the paint scheme, zimmerit and accessories.

Hull: it is like the other King Tigers and is entirely metal with a metal slug inside to give even more heft. I don’t think the slug is necessary because of all the metal used in making the model but it sure does make it feel extra nice if you want more weight. On the rear of the hull is a molded plastic plate with mufflers and other pieces of equipment attached not molded as part of the plate.

Wheels and tracks: both are well finished with some weathering added to the tracks and a camouflage finish on the wheels to blend in with the rest of the tank. The tracks are pinned in place to give the look of track droop.

Deck and fenders: both are made from plastic so the required details of vents, hatches and other small parts can be formed to give the best results. The openings for the vents and grills of the engine compartment go completely through the hull, they’re not just impressions in the plastic that are supposed to look like vents. The deck also comes with tow shackles you simply clip in place, tow cables, shovels and other tools that all have been made separately from the hull mold and added later. This definitely gives a much more detailed finish than other models that have all these nice little extras made as part of the deck mold.

Turret: a Porsche version is made of metal as well as the first 2 sections of the main gun. The last 2.5 inches of the barrel are plastic. The gun can be elevated and the turret can turn. The commander’s hatch can be opened by gently lifting it at the spot where the hinge pin is located. I use a small pair of pliers to accomplish this. With the hatch in the open position I took an Exacto knife and carefully removed the base of the semi-soft plastic commander figure. This made it possible for the figure to be inserted into the opening and in my opinion adds that extra little touch. A machine gun comes attached to the commander’s hatch ring. 

Markings: on the turret are simple but perfectly applied. The really nice thing about the markings is Hobby Master used the proper colors of black with a white outline. This was determined to be the correct markings after consultation with Freiherr Von Rosen who actually commanded the 503rd during part of WWII. A similar camouflage paint scheme has been seen on other manufacturer’s models but this is the first time for Hobby Master and increases your selection of their 1/48 King Tigers.

Zimmerit: has been placed on the turret, hull sides front and rear. To my eye it looks to be the correct pattern and thickness and is just one more bonus feature.

Figures: as mentioned earlier are provided and I think these are superbly made and very detailed. The shape and colors of the figures the uniforms and weapons are all truly impressive making them very life-like. There are 3 figures (1) commander with binoculars (2) soldier with panzerfaust and what looks like a Mauser Gewehr 43 rifle (3) a tank member with an MP40.

Plastic base: the tank comes fastened to a black plastic base that has a light matt finish. The type of tank and personal data are tampoed on the base which comes in very handy if you display your armor on the base.

As a complete package this model would be an excellent addition to your collection. 

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
