Review HG0108 King Tiger # 213
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
The model comes in the usual window box Hobby Master has used for the previous 1/48-scale tanks. Getting right to what needs improving, the weight definitely isn’t there, this model has been on a diet of plastic and metal, cut back on the metal and increase the plastic. The chassis is metal and there is a metal plate that the turret sits on and the rest is plastic. I’ve been told the reason for the plastic is so they can provide collector with the level of detail we expect from today’s models. Hobby Master has informed me that starting with HG0109, the next King Tiger to be released, the gun barrel will be all metal, this should improve the weight of the model without having a steel plate placed inside the chassis like another manufacturer does. You’ll get metal but it will be where it counts, an actual part where you can see it.
Like the previous two King Tigers the treads look okay but not great and once again Hobby Master has listened and they will be improving the looks and feel of future tank treads. The road wheels have a slight weathering on them that gives the impression of dirt and mud residue, it’s not heavy but it adds a little to the overall looks.

The overall detail of the model is excellent with it all topped off with a splendid paint scheme and paint finish. The colors flow smoothly into each other and are very authentic looking. The only markings on the model are the numbers 213 and they are sharp and clear, no smudges or faint spots where the tampo application didn’t take well. Hobby Master has done a wonderful job with the weld seams and the addition of rivets on the fender skirts and around the grille work for the engines. The model comes with tow hooks but I didn’t put them on when I took the pictures. The machine gun on the commander’s hatch is very well detailed and the commander’s hatch can be displayed open or closed. There are all kinds of extras added to the tanks, shovels, sledgehammer, extra track links, tow cables and more. Each one of these pieces is very realistic looking, not just some rough piece of plastic that is supposed to represent a shovel. All these pieces are molded separately and attached to the tank when the tank is completed, they definitely are a plus to the overall aesthetics of the model.

A carry over from the two previous King Tigers are that the tracks are held down by a pin so they will have the droop found on the real King Tiger. This achieves the desired authentic look but it but means the tracks, that otherwise would roll, don’t. But unless you take the model out of your display so you can play war-games it won’t make any difference if the track rolls or not. Sitting in the display, detail and realistic looks are what we want and this model delivers. It will be a definite asset to your collection.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.

