HG0107 - King Tiger (Henschel) sPzAbt 511, Germany, April, 1945

The first of the long anticipated 1/48 scale Hobby Master Ground Power Series have arrived. They come enclosed in a standard window box and seated on a black plastic base that has an identification label on the front left corner. The box is easily opened at either end and the base just slides out without any resistance. There are plastic frameworks at each end that the base slides in. These frameworks add strength to the box and help to prevent the box from being crushed thus adding protect for the model. Simply pull the framework away from the base and turn the model over. There you will see a small plastic bag that contains the 4 tow shackles that you can add with ease. The model is held in place by two screws that you remove from the bottom of the base and make sure you hold on to the tank while you are removing the screws. When you handle the tank top be careful not to break the machine gun off or damage the 88mm gun. There is a small piece of plastic film sticking out from the commander’s cupola, carefully lift the hatch lid and take the film out. This was added to keep the hatch in place for shipping. With this small bit done it is time to admire the model.

I want to tell you what I found that I think needs some improvement. The tracks are made of a hard plastic, not soft rubber like Hobby Master’s 1/56 scale tanks. There is very little weathering, if any on the tracks so the shiny plastic is noticeable. If you are a little bit handy at adding some washes you probably could quite easily tone the shine down. Also the tracks are held down by pins in an effort to give them that drooping look like the real tanks. This effect works nicely but the tracks are just a little too short and fit very snuggly causing a small bulge where the track bends around the first road wheels,

With this out of the way lets get to what is right about this model. The shape and size of all the components seem to be very accurate. The blackout headlight and machine gun mounted on the glacis are very well proportioned and realistic looking. This model comes fully equipped with all the add-ons you want your model to have. Shovel, axe, sledgehammer, tow rope, tow shackles,   cable cutters, four extra track links on each side of the turret and a 7.92mm MG34 machine gun attached to the ring on the commander’s hatch. I might add that these tools and machine gun are molded separately, painted before being added. 

The commander’s hatch can be displayed closed or in the open position. As I mentioned earlier, be careful opening the hatch, it needs to be lifted straight up at the pivot point and once it is free and clear of the commander’s periscopes it can be turned or lifted right off and then turned and replace the pin in the hole with the hatch swung to the open position. This hatch wasn’t meant to be played with, it is meant to be displayed in the opened or closed position and I found the easiest way to do this is with a small pair of tweezers. Take the tweezers and clamp on to what would be the hinge on a real tank and gently lift straight up. There is only a small plastic pin sticking down from the hatch itself into the turret and it won’t take a whole lot of force to snap it off.

The paint is very nice with some very slight over-spray from color to color. This helps to give the effect of feathering which would have taken place back then when the original paint was sprayed on. 

The chassis of the tank is metal, the wheels and tracks are plastic and the upper hull is plastic, this allows for all the great detail. The base plate for the turret is metal and the turret and gun are plastic, again allowing for great detail at an acceptable cost. There is a nice heft to these models so you will feel that you still are getting a fair amount of metal, not all plastic. All the parts fit precisely without any huge abnormal gaping spaces. I have placed pictures of a disassembled tank at the bottom of the 1/48 Ground Power Series page so you can actually see the tank’s composition.
For a first effort into this scale by Hobby Master I’d say they did a very good job. All that needs to be done is improve the tracks with something more realistic looking and add some weathering. From past experiences with Hobby Master we know that they are probably very busy looking at alternate track material as you read this. This is a model that will fit very nicely into any collection.

