HG0104 - M1A1HA Abrams (Operation IRAQI Freedom), Platoon Commander, 2nd Platoon, C Company, 1st Marine Division

When I received this model I couldn’t wait to get it out of the box. Thank goodness the Hobby Master boxes are made so that easy extraction is possible. No box shredding, no twist ties and other annoying restraints.

The first thing that struck me was how nicely the weathering had been done. The tracks showed signs of residue that you would expect to find on an Abrams that fought in Iraq. Sand, dust, grease and grime are all present but in a very believable quantity and in places where they would naturally occur. Each nook and cranny shows signs of a heavier accumulation than on the flat open surfaces. This is not a pristine toy-like finished tank, one look and you know it has spent time in the desert.

The next thing that catches your eyes is the 120 mm canon. It is meticulously made with all the right features, the MRS (Muzzle Reference Sensor) on the top at the end of the barrel. It is used to verify sight alignment and to make quick corrections due to the canon barrel droop. A 7.62mm M240 machine gun is also mounted coaxially on the right hand side of the main gun. The name on the canon “Sinister Minister” stands out and is clearly legible. While we are at the business end of the tank, Hobby Master didn’t over look the head light protectors and they took the extra care to make what would be the headlight lenses a silver color to add even more realism. 

The drivers hatch visor has been painted to simulate the special glass found in the real thing.  Along with the CIPs (Combat Identification Panels) located on the front of the turret, one on each side of the main gun, there are 3 more. One located on each side of the turret and one on the rear. On the left side of the hull you will find the NBC (nuclear-biological-chemical warfare protection system) just under the left hand CIP. 

There is a six charge smoke discharger on each side of the turret and a storage box for extra smoke grenades immediately in front of the dischargers. One of the most noticeable features is the MCD (Missile Countermeasure Device), that conspicuous box located on the turret top just in front of the loaders hatch. The GPS and LOS box along with the thermal imaging sight are all displayed. 

While around the commanders hatch you’ll notice the .50 caliber MG along with his periscope. The loaders hatch is also equipped with a periscope and machine gun but it is 7.62 mm. 

The EAPU (External Auxiliary Power Unit) is mounted towards the left end of the rear bustle rack. In the middle of the bustle rack is the J-TEC model Crosswind Sensor mounted at the rear-center of the turret. It provides wind information to the computer controlled firing system to help compensate for wind drift. It looks like a pipe sticking up in the air.

Small details haven’t been over looked, Hobby Master has included gas filler caps located at each of the rear deck corners. Grille work for the air intakes and exhaust are very well made and give a sense of depth. The kill markings on the front right of the turret, the tank registration number USMC 570693 although small can be read. To top it all off Hobby Master recreated the look and texture of the non skid paint finish on all the surfaces that a person might walk.

With a little of your own exploring I’m sure you will find small details not mentioned here. You’ll enjoy owning and looking at this M1A1HA for many years to come. When all is said and done, this a fine replica that has had great amounts of time and research spent by the engineers and others at Hobby Master. All this in an effort to create for you their finest possible model.

