HG0103 - Tiger I Early Production, Tank No. S33, PzReg 2, Russia 1943

This tank arrived in the usual well packaged window box that has become standard for Hobby Master. It gives the viewer a very nice first look presentation of the tank. Extremely easy to remove the model from the box and the model is held to the base plate with two screws that normally are quite easily removed.

First thing, look for any broken or missing parts, of which there were none. A quick once over and the tank looks rather well done.

The two tone paint scheme is very masterfully done, a dark green applied over a dark yellow. All the markings are tampo applied and include the white S33 tank identification number, along with a couple of unique “Das Reich” Tiger I tank markings found on all of the regiments tanks that fought at Kursk. The first is the little dancing gnome like creature called “Dancing Devil” found on each side towards the front of the turret. The second tactical symbol used at Kursk  to provide quick “friend or foe” identification were two white vertical bars sitting on one horizontal bar. These were painted, one on the left rear fender and one on the front right.

The first encounter with the Tiger I’s came in August of 1942 around  Leningrad where the first 4 Tigers didn’t do so well. They went into battle in single file and the huge machines were driven over swampy land. All 4 were soon disabled but not because anything had penetrated the thick armor. 3 of the tanks were salvaged and tactical lessons were learned. With the addition of more Tiger I’s, a much better understanding of when, where and how to use the new tanks, by the end of 1942 Tigers were causing fear and sheer panic whenever Allied forces engaged them. There even was a name given to this, “Tigerphobia”. It was so bad that British General Montgomery forbid any battle reports from mentioning the Tiger I’s accomplishments in the field. These tanks were the most powerful tanks in the world at that time.

The battle at Kursk took place in July 1943 with the German code name of “Operation Zitadelle” (Citadel). It was the largest tank battle in the history of mankind with over 5,000 tanks and assault guns belonging to Germany and Russia. Not only at Kursk but while there was an Eastern Front this elite Waffen-SS Tiger unit, schwere Panzer-Kompanie 8./SS-Panzer-Regiment 2 of the 2nd SS-Panzer Division known as “Das Reich” played a major role in some of the fiercest and bloodiest encounters during this portion of WWII.

One more unique marking on this tank was the Chinese Kanji character for good luck. What made it so unusual was the tank crew had applied it upside down. This seemed to have worked, at least until 1944 when the luck ran out and S33 was destroyed.

In September of 1943 the German Army was in retreat and this tank and others from “Das Reich” were called upon to carry out a delaying action against advancing Russian T-34s. This was a fierce and costly clash but without it the German Army probably would have been annihilated.

During WWII the German company Henschel made over 1300 heavy Tiger I’s that include the original “Early” through “Mid’ and “Late” production versions. About 200 “Early” versions of the tank were made before moving on to the next. A couple of the most distinctive features of the “Early” Henschels were the inclusion of pistol ports and smoke dischargers. Both these features didn’t go unnoticed by the people at Hobby Master and can be found on each side of the model’s turret. The third distinct feature was a rather large cupola that protruded from the tank top. This too has been added to make this model as realistic as possible.

The tracks are soft rubber and nicely weathered, they can roll but like the other Tiger I’s in the series there is a small pin inserted into the hull side that holds the track down to provide the correct track droop. The bottom half of the tank hull is metal and the upper part, I call the deck, is plastic. The plastic allows Hobby Master to provide you with super detailing which is what we all want. The plastic is kept to a bare minimum so you will find the turret is made of good old metal. Of course the 88 is plastic as are the add on pieces. The massive gun can be elevated and the turret can be turned. If you want tow cables, shovels, axes and more and want them added separately not mold in at the same time as the hull then this is for you. There are plenty of little pieces that have been added and to top it all off Hobby Master went as far as to provide metal tow hooks that actually work. I guarantee that you will find a great deal more metal on Hobby Master tanks than you will find plastic. From the tip of the cannon to the tail end, Hobby Master has recreated in great detail, one of the finest representations of a Tiger I you will find.
