HG0102 - Tiger I “Early Production”, No. 8, sPzKp Meyer "Strotch" 

1/56 die-cast display model.

At first look I must say I was quite pleased with what I saw in the box, but since I had never had one of Hobby Master’s tanks in my possession I decided not to be too quick forming an opinion until I has this model out of the box and in hand. I must say, the box is very nice graphically and seems to do a rather nice job of presenting the model but at the same time providing a fair amount of protection. One side and the top are heavy clear plastic sheeting that acts as a show window. The box opens very easily, no tug of war needed, the black inner cardboard sleeve not only adds to the overall strength of the box but acts as a background for the model while in the box. There is a clear preformed plastic shell that sits over the model and it nicely holds everything in place for transit and also adds to the complete protection package. The vehicle sits on a hard, textured black plastic base, held in place through the stand bottom by two screws. There is a label embedded in the front left corner of the base that lists the pertinent information about this tank. 

The plastic shell is held in place with four strips of clear tape that can either be simply cut or pulled off the base altogether. In order to determine the true weight I removed the two base screws and held the model itself. It has nice heft to it, I could tell there was a fair amount of metal involved so to determine what was plastic and what was metal I removed the two screws from the bottom of the tank and separated the two halves. Even then I expected to find a plastic bottom half with a small bar of steel fastened there. Wrong, no steel bar just good old die-cast metal. The upper half still has some weight to it so I removed the turret (one little turn to line up the notches) and then I could tell the upper half of the hull, I call it the deck, is made of plastic and the turret is metal. Metal except for the cannon and a few add on pieces. Speaking of the cannon, it can elevate and is bored out and painted with the muzzle brake being black and the rest in a nice 3 color camo to match the rest of the tank. 

Back to the deck, it is plastic in order to achieve nice crisp detailing and it does this very well. The tow cables, shovels, axe, sledgehammer and cable shears are all molded separately in colored plastic and attached to the hull. Hobby Master even went the extra distance and added metal tow hooks that can move and look very realistic. All welds and rivets can be seen as well as the great grillwork over the engine compartment, very nicely done. The grills are completely see through, not just dimples in the plastic that are supposed to resemble this section of tank. 

The treads are a soft plastic and weathered with just the right amount of mud and dust to keep it realistic. In 1-56 scale and smaller It doesn’t take a lot of anything extra to over do things, the exhausts are blackened just as you would expect the real one would be. Hobby Master has found the correct amount of everything. While we are at the rear of the tank the Feifel air cleaner system has been replicated very nicely. The wheels and track will turn but in order to add the authentic droop in the tracks a small pin has been inserted into the side of the hull on top of the track. This forces the track down slightly and creates the desired effect. The few markings on this particular tank are tampo made and very well done. The German spelling of Strotch can be clearly seen on the plate between the machine gun port and the drivers vision port, just one more fine detail you can expect from Hobby Master.

Conclusion: with the introduction of these 1-56 scale tanks Hobby Master has proven they aren’t a one trick pony. They not only produce top notched 1-72 scale airplanes but they can duplicate this with their tanks. If you like Tiger I’s and want a nice sized version then look no further, Hobby Master has what you are looking for.

