HD0001 review

The aircraft model included with this diorama is the same aircraft use for HA1401 “Last Skyhawk”. For this reason I have added my original review of the model. 
What is so great about this release is the base, the figures and all the GSE (ground support equipment). The base is plastic and the surface is ABS hard board, not paper like some others. You get a generator, hydraulic test stand, fire extinguisher, electrical cable, a maintenance crew member, 2 pilots – one seated and one standing, a ladder for the pilot to use to get in the aircraft and lots of wheel blocks. All pieces are painted plastic and very nicely finished. This is a real welcome change and makes a great conversation piece. From the looks of the various pieces I can only hope Hobby Master decides to also release the accessories separately.
HA1401

Horizontal stabilizer is the only major body part made of plastic.

There is lots of metal - the tail, fuselage, dorsal hump, wings are all metal.

This is not a tail sitter, all the weight is perfectly balanced and there is a lot of weight.

All parts such as tanks, landing gear and missiles fit very nicely in place without having to use any white glue.

If you don’t want to display your model with ordnance you can separate the pylons from it and attach the pylon in place so you don’t have any empty slots in the wings or fuselage.

Canopy is clear and opens; as well it is the correct shape for an “M” version. When closed the fit around the windscreen and fuselage is excellent no gaps.

The cockpit has a nice ejection seat and stick but lacks an instrument panel.

The dorsal hump has a great fit except for a tiny gap just in back of the canopy.

Fuel probe is provided and adds a great look; it is plastic so be careful handling the model.

The model has a good look to it when sitting on the improved stand. The only drawback is the centerline tank can’t be used on the stand.

The air intakes look great but the “M” version intakes should have a small space between it and the fuselage.

Paint scheme is exquisite and flawless and a real standout.

The tampo-applied markings are unbelievably amazing and very accurate.

Panel lines are present and quite acceptable but there are a few locations where they are obvious but not a turn off.

This is such an eye appealing and well-made model that even the couple of small oversights shouldn’t cause any hesitation about acquiring it.

For the first A-4 release this is a winner and I look forward to future versions.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

