HA9001 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others. All this review is strictly my personal opinion.
This model comes in the new box with the flap cover over the front replacing the all clear plastic front. It is well secured inside a stiff plastic shell inside the box and added flap cover provides even more protection.

First let me explain why Hobby Master chose to make the Ju-52 in 1/144 scale. If it had been made in 1/72 the length would be 10 inches and the wingspan would be 16 inches. This is extremely large for those collectors that like the size of 1/72 scale models, not too big, not too small. In 1/200 the length would be 3.7 inches with a wingspan of 5.8 inches. This size would be acceptable for some but I think the majority of collectors would like it a bit larger. One of the main factors why Hobby Master went with 1/144 is the fact that in 1/200 they wouldn’t be able to give you all the great details of the corrugated wings and fuselage but let me tell you in 1/144 the corrugation is absolutely outstanding. If you run your fingers over the wings and fuselage you can feel the texture that wouldn’t have been there in a smaller scale.
Everything about this model says TERRIFIC. The model is just about completely metal except for the free spinning props, antennae and Pitot tube. The cockpit windows are very clear plastic without distortion and Hobby Master even finished the interior of the cockpit with seats and instruments. Another very nice feature of this model is the passenger compartment windows also are clear plastic not tampoed on.
The landing gear is all metal so the wheels don’t roll but isn’t a problem. Consider the size of the landing gear and how fragile it would be made with plastic so metal is the best choice.

The three engines look very nice with a fair amount of detail. Their black coloring of the engines along with the black strip running the width of each wing makes a nice contrast to the metallic silver of the wings and fuselage.
This is one of those models that you really need to see in person to fully appreciate all the detail. This is a model that even if you don’t purchase one, you owe it to yourself to at least look at one in your local retailer’s if you can. In my personal opinion if you don’t purchase one for your collection you will be missing out on one of the nicest and unique models out there. How do you spell beautiful in German, Ju-52.
