HA2901 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.

The model comes in a flip open front window box. Inside the box the model is well secured in a clear semi-hard plastic shell that comes in two pieces. To get the aircraft out of the shell you have to squeeze the small tabs that stick and over the edges of the wings. Usually the plastic in this area is very pliable but on this model it is quite hard and takes some effort to squeeze the tabs in. But once you have the tabs pushed in and you are able to lift the model out of the shell, wow. This little baby has a fair amount of heft factor and no wonder everything is metal. Everything except the canopy, prop and tail-hook.

Speaking of the canopy, it is very clear and well shaped without any distortion. It slides back to reveal a well appointed cockpit with stick, gauges and pedals. You even get a pilot figure to man the model. The propeller is plastic and spins freely without any real signs of wobble.

The paint and markings are applied expertly as we have come to expect from Hobby Master. This has to be one of the nicest paint schemes for the Skyraider. No matter how many times I see the fine print and lettering on these models I’m amazed that I actually can read even the smallest letters.
This model like all Hobby Master models can be displayed with wheels up or down as well as on a stand that is provided. Changing the aircraft from either wheels up or down just doesn’t get any easier than this. For the wheels down everything is molded in one piece so it is only a matter of adding or removing the one piece. The doors, struts, wheels everything is one piece that simply plugs into the wheel well or is removed by gently pulling the one piece out and placing the one piece door that gives the closed look.
If you visualize weapons when you think of the Skyraider then you won’t be disappointed. Hobby Master has added a large number of bombs missiles and tanks so you can really load this baby up. If you haven’t already, take a look at my web page photos for this model http://hobbymastercollector.com/HA2901A-1HSkyraiderMigKiller.html Now you know what I mean when I say loaded for action.

I have looked hard trying to find poor fitting parts, bad paint anything but I can’t find a thing I don’t like about this model. I used to like Skyraiders but now after seeing this model I love them. To me this has to be one of Hobby Master’s best releases. I think that Hobby Master has lived up to the Master part of their name quite well. Whatever you do don’t miss out on this warbird.
