HA2502 review

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
The Thunderbird F-105 arrived and the model comes in the usual nice graphic covered box with some data and specs concerning the model. The front cover opens to display the model without having to remove it from the packaging. Inside this outer box is the 2-piece plastic shell that the model sits in. Not only this but the shell is sitting inside another box that covers the sides, ends and bottom. Hobby Master also applied white twists in 3 locations that you remove before even opening the shell. There is no way that this model is going to get damaged by normal bumps and bangs.
What can I say but beautiful. This is one large and heavy model. The paint scheme is expertly applied and the tampo applied markings are spot on. I think the only plastic on this model are the Pitot tube on the left wing (be careful it is quite long and easily broken off), the canopy and the landing gear doors. Of course there aren’t any weapons supplied because this is the T-Birds aircraft. The horizontal stabilizer can be rotated up or down and is also metal.
The canopy sits perfectly on the fuselage with out any gaps. It is perfectly clear and opens extremely wide to reveal a nicely appointed instrument panel, a stick and seat. Hobby Master supplied a pilot that you can add or leave out if you wish.
There are 2 plastic tail cone supplied that can be removed. One has the fins closed and the other has them flared open so you can have what ever look you like.
The landing gear is metal with rubber tires that do not roll. The landing gear is easily added or removed by simply inserting them in the appropriate slots. The aircraft looks excellent displayed on the stand they supply. You can leave the gear down or in the up position when the F-105 is on the stand. With the gear added the model sits very well on the table or display case with no tail sitting. The stem of the stand is metal and quite sturdy. The only complaint I have about this model is the way the stand and model attach. The portion of the stem that normally fits quite deeply inside the slot in the model’s belly just fits into this model by about 20%. I don’t know if the tip of the stem is too long or the depth of the slot in the model is too shallow.
If you are a Thunderbird’s collector this definitely is a must have model. If you collect display team aircraft or just like super paint schemes or F-105s then this is also for you. The fit and finish are superb with no areas of concern that I can see. This probably is one of the best built and all around great model that Hobby Master has produced. They just seem to get better and better with every release.
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