HA2402 review MiG-15bis

I’m not going to get into any thing technical about this model or any model for that matter. I’m looking for something that is visually appealing, a good paint and markings application and parts that fit well. Just the general things most average collectors will look for and appreciate. I’ll leave any technical points of view up to others.
I find the packaging for this model to be very good. It is a good weight cardboard with color graphics in the new two-tone blue that Hobby Master is using. The front opens to reveal a window so you can see the model as it sits nice and secure in the preformed plastic shell. On the inside of the front flap there are some stats and background for the aircraft, a very nice touch.
I don’t know if I have ever used NEAT to describe a model aircraft but for the MiG-15bis this word seems to be very appropriate. When I think of jet fighters the first thing that comes to mind are the huge machines like the F-15, MiG-29. The MiG-15 definitely can’t be referred to as huge or even big for that matter. It is like its counterpart the F-86, small but deadly for the era when they were the best fighters in the sky.
I have to say the paint and markings are first-class and extremely well done. The contrast of the brown and tan lines on the upper surface of the plane and the totally black under belly are all brought together by the use of bright red markings and if the gear is down by the pale blue undercarriage and wheel wells.
The only plastic on this model are the horizontal tail, the canopy and small things like the antenna, Pitot tube and guns. Be careful handling the model because the guns under the nose and the Pitot tube on the right wing are very small and delicate. You also get some fuel tanks. 
The canopy on my model sits very nicely and easily slides back to reveal a nice looking cockpit with an instrument panel and all the extras. You even get Major Golshevskij to pilot the plane.
The model can be displayed on the stand that is included and you can have the gear up or down. Adding the landing gear is extremely simple, perhaps the easiest that Hobby Master has ever made. The doors are attached to the struts and simply push into a slot in the wheel wells. The front wheel has the doors as part of the assembly so there is no having to fiddle with little parts and trying to get them into place.
The fit of most of the parts are excellent, the wing to the fuselage fits superbly but I did encounter a small problem. The problem was easy to fix, the nose ring sits too high and isn’t flush with the rest of the fuselage nose. I simply popped the ring off; it is only glued on and very easy to take off. I cut off the little tab on the inside of the ring and I shaved a small amount of the silver metal that the tab fits into. This allowed me to lower the nose ring and I put a couple of small dabs of white glue to hold it in place. Problem solved. I’ll bring this point to the attention of Hobby Master and probably future models will have it resolved.
Over all this is one great model and well deserving of a place in yours or any fine collection.
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