HA2201 review Helldiver
Well the long wait is over, the first Helldiver just touched down at my AO.

The packaging is the standard Hobby Master box and plastic shell so if you have seen one you’ve seen them all.

Look on the inside wall of the box for assembly instructions. You can easily see them through the window panel when the model is removed from the box.

Before I go any further, be VERY CAREFUL when you go to take the model out of the box or any time you handle it. The Pitot tube protrudes from just about the tip of the left wing and is quite delicate and can be missed when you take a quick look at the model. It will break off if you hit it. Luckily Hobby Master has been thoughtful enough to supply a second Pitot tube in the plastic bag with the figures and stand. Also be careful of the small Yagi antennae, one under each wing.
That said; this model is almost entirely metal except for the usual parts that are always made from plastic. Some of these parts are the canopies that are terrific, propeller, antennae and so on. I would say every major part of this model is metal.
The paint is up to the high standards we have come to expect from Hobby Master and the markings are tampoed exquisitely. The scheme is a nice two-tone blue on the upper surfaces and white on the bottom. There are no panel lines and as far as I know they are history, so this shouldn’t be of any concern in the future.
The cockpits are very well done with panels that are easy to see and the rear gunner’s position is great and both positions can be occupied by figures that are included. The canopies can be displayed in the open or closed configurations.
The bomb bay can be displayed closed or open and it contains 2 bombs that are permanently fastened in place. You can display the model on the stand with the bomb bay doors open but most of the opening is hidden behind the doors and the stand so you won’t see much of the bombs.
The propeller is plastic and spins freely and a nice touch is Hobby Master has given the leading edge of each wing the low-speed slats that on the real aircraft are extended when the landing gear are deployed. These slats help provide lift at low speeds. They are enclosed in the little plastic bag with the stand and pilots. You can put them in place and push them all the way in to place or leave them sticking out a bit.

The landing gear is metal with rubber tires that are fixed in place. These are easily added or removed depending on your choice of gear up or down.
For their first Helldiver, Hobby Master sure has delivered a beauty and definitely worth adding to your collection. Fit and finish are both very good to excellent. There are no big gaping holes or joints. The SB2C is a model we all have been waiting and longing for in 1/72 so here is the opportunity to own one.
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