HA1201 TBF1C George Bush review

This review is based on a pre-production model with some differences from the retail version. Looking into the cockpit at first glance it looks fairly well done, the correct shade of green and some instrumentation. The problems are the pilot seat doesn’t have the correct raised armrests, the seat in the aft cockpit shouldn’t be there, it was deleted starting with the 1C version. This space was used for radio equipment and the radio operator was moved down into the belly of the plane. The aft cockpit with the seat was kept on the British Fleet Air Arm and Commonwealth planes. Another problem with this pre-production model is the engine cowling is it is a cowling for the TBM-3 version. I have been told this problem will have been corrected in the retail version. While I’m on the deficiencies let’s get to the panel lines, there are black panel lines. Mind you they aren’t nearly as heavy as pictures depict them but they are visible. I have a feeling these lines are going to be around for some time so I would like to see Hobby Master give a light shade of grey instead of the harsh black. I think there must be a better color than black that will achieve the same effect they seem to want. If we aren’t going to get rid of the black lines hopefully a color compromise can be reached that will satisfy the company as well as the collector. After all this is a mutual endeavour, we need Hobby Master to keep producing great subjects and they need us as collectors. 

With this said lets move on to what is right about this Avenger. The shape and clarity of the canopy is very good with a fairly tight fit for a pre-production. The ball turret is a main focal point and does itself justice. The small observation windows in the fuselage side and belly are clear plastic and in their proper locations. The pitot tube located on the left wing tip is slanted like the real plane, Hobby Master also placed the two moveable antennae one under each wing. The wing tip navigation lights are the correct color a problem on one or two previous models.

The paint scheme colors seem to be accurate and as usual expertly applied. A small amount of brown rust weathering has been applied to the underside that I find a nice touch. The landing gear is simple to install and seem quite sturdy for the hefty weight of the model. The weapons bay offers several options that are sure to please almost everyone. The plane can be displayed with the bay closed or open to show either one torpedo or four bombs. This comes as no surprise because all of Hobby Master’s former planes have optional ordnance and this has become a large part of the attraction for these models. 

With all said and done the fact that the engine cowling will be correct on the retail version and the inclusion of the rear cockpit seat being what I would consider a minor annoyance this should be a nice addition to your display. Like I said before concerning this model and every one before it, there are panel lines and I see this to be the one deciding factor in whether or not you get this model. Personally I would think it too bad to pass on this model especially where it has so much history behind it. If you have seen any of the latest releases from Hobby Master in person you will know that they have toned down the black in the panel lines and you can use this as a guide for this Avenger. The decision my friend is yours.

