HA0135 review 

Captured Italian Ju-87D
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Hobby Master has made the packaging easier to get the model out of its protective plastic shell, which is good. Once you get the model out you will immediately notice how heavy it is. This is because the fuselage, stabilizers, wings and wheel spats are all metal. There is very little plastic content on this model, the canopy, flaps, propeller, Pitot tube and a couple of antennae. The main landing gear tires are rubber and are free-rolling. If you wanted die-cast you got die-cast. The canopy has excellent clarity and is removable. Inside the instrument panel is clearly visible because the gauges are outlined in white on a black background. The interior is rather austere but this plane was stripped when it was captured. The only thing I might question is the lack of the centerline bomb crutch. The plane was stripped and maybe they even removed this, I can’t tell from any of the photographs I’ve seen.

The paint scheme is the normal Italian colors with British markings applied. Even in the desert they didn’t change from the mainland colors. The yellow belly really makes this an attention-getter and definitely will be noticed in your display. Hobby Master worked their usual magic with the application of the paint and tampoed markings.

Armament is nil since the actual plane looked like this after it was stripped clean. This model is so unique looking that I think the lack of armament goes unnoticed for some time.

The thing that really caught my eye is the very fine wash that was applied. They aren’t jumping out at you but neither are they bland looking, the lines do look good. I hope they can continue to use a very fine wash on all their future models; this would keep everyone happy, those that love the panel lines and those that don’t.  The wash really works on this particular paint scheme.

The fit is excellent on my version with no gaps of any consequence. For some reason the lack of a pilot doesn’t seem be a problem given the history of the plane. It was captured and normally would sit empty without a crew. This model is a simple production but it definitely isn’t plain and boring. If you like unique paint schemes and something out of the ordinary then this model will fit the bill perfectly.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

