HA0131 JU-87-D3 'S7+CL' StG3, Gambut, Libya, Nov. 1942
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

In or out of the packaging this Stuka looks great. This is Hobby Master’s first WWII German aircraft model to bear the swastika. Collectors will welcome this as a historically correct model. These markings don’t mean that Hobby Master or myself believe in or condone the philosophy or actions of the Nazis. This simply is the way the plane appeared during WWII, nothing more. These models are not toys; they are replicas of machines of war that are collected for their paint schemes, design and most of all their accuracy of detail and markings.

Paint: another fine example of what we have come to expect from Hobby Master, a flawless desert tan on top and a light blue underside. The panel lines are very nicely applied, not too dark and not too light. The light blue underside has an exquisite weathering effect all over that really enhances the planes visual appeal. It is just enough to rid the model of the pristine museum look.

Markings: as I said earlier this is the first Hobby Master WWII German plane to come with the swastikas already applied. These along with the Balkenkreuz and identification numbers and letters are masterfully applied. These really combine with the paint to make this a truly impressive looking model.

Metal: all the fuselage, wings and stabilizers are made of metal. There is very little plastic used.

Landing gear: this is of course fixed with metal wheel spats. The main wheels do roll but the tail wheel is all metal and doesn’t.

Plastic parts: the canopy is plastic and crystal clear with no signs of hazing. The rear of the canopy has a pair of machine guns sticking out. The fit of the canopy on the fuselage is excellent with no visible detracting gaps. The canopy can be removed to reveal the interior of the cockpit. The instrument panel has some colored gauges that make it more noticeable than an all black panel. The interior of the cockpit is rather sparse and could use a pilot to spruce it up. The propeller is made of plastic and is a good shape and size plus it can be spun.

Ordnance: 4 small bombs are provided, 2 for each wing and a large centerline bomb mounted on the crutch. All these bombs are of course made from plastic and add another piece to the overall great looks of this plane.

I’m sure you will consider this a very nice addition to your collection especially since it has the swastikas applied making it even more historically correct therefore more desirable.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
