HA0130 review SBD-4 Dauntless VC-22, USS Independence 1943

This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.
Packaging: the model comes well secured in the standard Hobby Master clear plastic shell. The top portion of the shell lifts off with a little wiggling so be careful you don’t shake it too much because all the little parts will go everywhere. 

Paint and markings: The paint scheme is a very nice 3-tone (dark blue, light blue and white underside) that Hobby Master has superbly applied. The markings are tampo pad applied with no signs of smudge or imperfection of any sort. It is quite obvious Hobby Master has theses two phases of production down to perfection. The inside of the flaps are painted a bright red like they should be. There is a wash applied but it is very light compared to some earlier releases and doesn’t over state the panel-lines.

Fuselage: The entire fuselage is made of metal so you really can feel the weight when you pick this model up. Plastic is pretty much limited to the canopy, free-spinning propeller, antenna, Pitot tube and accessories. The engine looks nice all packaged in the cowling and very appropriate for the plane.
Canopy, cockpit and pilot: The canopy meets the high quality standards that we have come to expect from Hobby Master. It is well shaped and crystal clear without any haze or distortion. You have the option of displaying the model with the canopy closed or open. All you have to do is remove the one-piece canopy and replace it with the 3-pieces for the open version. The cockpit is well appointed with a green interior and an instrument panel that has white outlined gauges and makes them really stand out. The rear cockpit comes with a seat and a stationary machine gun. Unfortunately this isn’t the model where Hobby Master is starting to supply a pilot.

Landing gear and stand: The landing gear is all metal painted white and rubber tires but these do not roll. The gear is very easy to install by inserting them in slots in the wheel wells. The wheels-up version is possible and the model does come with a stand to display the SBD. The model simply sits securely on top in what I call the cradle because this is what it does. The stand is designed so you can display the model with the supplied bombs attached.

Armament and accessories: Two small bombs come attached, one under each wing. You also receive a larger bomb that you can put in the crutch that hangs under the front portion of the belly. This crutch is plastic so caution is advised when simply placing the bomb in it. There is a hole on either side of the bomb and this is where the crutch fits in to hold it as well there is a small tab on the bomb that fits into the fuselage to hold it up in place. You also have the option of carefully lowering the crutch and bomb so it is hanging below the fuselage in a position that looks like it is being dropped.

Fit: From the canopy to the bombs, from nose to tail the pre-production model I have fits like a glove. 

Summation: I have to say that I think Hobby Master has created another fine example of the SBD. From the paint colors to the less obvious this is a model worthy of any collection. Detail, quality, metal content and good pricing are all present in this model. 
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.

