HA0128 review 

Chengdu J-7D, 30168, Night Fighter, Chinese PLAAF
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

First it was Polish and then German, Iraqi, Soviet, Egyptian, Czech and now Chinese. Hobby Master certain does believe in giving us variety and we thank them for it.

The paint is an all grey with a little patch of green and the red numbers and the PLAAF emblem on the wings and tail. Paint and markings are without question superb as they are on all Hobby Master models. This model does have a wash and panel lines are present but to no great extent. The wash and lines are a lot less pronounced on the actual model versus the pictures. Photography and lighting have a tendency to enhance any thing that is dark and over emphasizes it.

The entire fuselage is metal except for the vertical stabilizer and the mid section of the dorsal hump. With this much metal you can be assured that it will have what I call “THE HEFT FACTOR”. If you are looking for an all-plastic pre-assembled model then this isn’t for you. I hate to tell you this but even the landing gear is metal.

The canopy can be displayed open or closed. Even with the canopy closed it is so clear that you won’t have any problem seeing the pilot that has been included. He can be removed quite easily if you so desire. The cockpit interior is nicely done but the instrument panel is a bit of a let down. The entire thing is black and if you look very closely you will see that there are gauges but they aren’t outlined in white or some other light color to make them distinguishable. That’s too bad because otherwise the interior looks fine. This seems to be a common thing with all their Mig-21s hopefully they will correct this soon.

The landing gear has a couple of small supports that have to be glued one to each strut on the main gear. Other than this it is pretty straightforward to assemble the rest using a drop of white glue or tacky glue or tacky wax just to secure them in place. In 1/72 scale in order to make these parts to scale they are rather small and need a little assistance. All these fasteners dry clear or if you use a small enough amount they are undetectable.

As for armament you are provided with 3-drop tanks and 4 missiles that aren’t attached so you have the option of using them or leaving them off. The only problem with using the centerline tank plus trying to display the model on the stand that is included is there isn’t enough length in the stands 2 back supports to fit in the proper location and keep the Mig on the cradle. I have suggested lengthening these back supports by about ¼ on an inch to correct this problem.

The entire package has been put together quite well with no unacceptable spaces or gaps. All the screw holes are covered so no unsightly screw heads detracting from an otherwise well done model. It really is nice to see such a wide variety of countries represented in the Hobby Master Mig-21 offerings. To really top it off they aren’t countries that usually are offered over and over again. This is a nice simple paint scheme but the big factor is it is a Chinese version. You will be able to sit it beside all the other PLAAF planes in your collection. Oh no wait a minute, there aren’t too many others to choose from and once again Hobby Master is blazing a trail in die-cast. I’m sure you will be so pleased with this model that you will want to keep a close watch to see what great offering Hobby Master will make next.
All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. My HMC site is a personal collection of models and opinions and is solely financed by me with no outside funds going to finance it. This is why you won’t find any paid advertising spam or pop-ups.
