HA0127 Egyptian Air Force Mig 21MF, "8454" Fayid AFB, Egypt, 1981
This review is based on a pre-production model and might differ slightly from the retail version with the retail version being the better of the two.

I found this model very easy to remove from the packaging; maybe it was because of my wanting to get at it. First impression of Hobby Master’s fifth release of the 1/72 Mig-21 is WOW, what an eye-catching plane.

Paint: absolutely stunning color combination and superbly applied. This is another fine example of Hobby Master’s ability to release model after model with a finish that is second to none. The combination of browns and greens set off with bright orange makes this gem a real stand out. There is a very cleanly applied wash that adds just enough contrast to make the panel lines noticeable without detracting from the rest of the paint scheme. When Hobby Master seriously considered dropping the wash people from various die-cast forums were asked to give their opinions as to keeping the wash or getting rid of it the response was overwhelming in favor of keeping it. About 2% said to get rid of it and the other 98% wanted to keep it with a number of these wanting the wash but applied in a lighter color. The problem with using a lighter wash is that it is thinner and requires 2 – 4 applications where the black only requires one. More applications means more time in the manufacturing process and more time means higher cost. I think you know where I’m going with this. The most numerous responses in favor of keeping the wash added that it is the wash that distinguishes Hobby Master from other model makers. If your product isn’t different from the competition then there is no reason to buy the product. Hobby Master has tried to reduce the amount of wash so it is less noticeable and I think they have managed to do this quite well.

Markings: when it comes to Hobby Master’s markings it is almost unnecessary for me to mention them. Like their paint finishes their markings are consistently perfect.

Metal: the only parts of the plane’s main structure that aren’t metal are the vertical stabilizer and ventral fin. Even the shock cone is metal. I found that just about every metal part fit in place very well. The only noticeable seams are the faint line from the front edge of the cockpit windscreen to the tip of the nose. This is present on the top and bottom of the plane and is the result of where the 2 fuselage halves meet. I don’t find them a distraction or that obvious.

Canopy and cockpit: the canopy is made of crystal clear plastic and fits relatively well and can be displayed with the optional 2 piece open version that also is clear and looks great when in place.

The model comes complete with a pilot that looks right at home in his seat. There is an instrument panel but it is quick dark and would look much better if a few of the gauges were white or red or green anything but all black.

Undercarriage: I found this to fit well but as always with the parts being so small since this is 1/72 I recommend a tiny drop of white glue to keep everything firmly in place. Yes the braces that have to be glued to the landing gear struts and then into the small hole in the under side of the wing are also with this model. As I have explained before these are fiddly little parts that have to be added by you because if they were molded with the landing gear they would have to be made much thicker so they wouldn’t be accidentally broken off when installing the gear. Making them thicker would ruin the 1/72 scale of them and make them look out of proportion with the other parts. It only takes a drop of glue a couple of extra seconds a pair of tweezers and you are done. The finished product looks great and is worth doing. The main wheels can roll.

Weapons: like the other Hobby Master Mig-21s there are a variety of weapons to choose from and the nice part they aren’t permanently fastened to the model like so many others. Again a tiny drop of white glue might be needed to hold your selection in place. My pre-production pylons fit very snug and I didn’t have to use glue.

Display: the model comes with a stand that gives you the option of showing the plane on the landing gear or elevated with the gear down or up, your choice. The only draw back is the centerline tank can’t be used when on this stand.

This model really is an outstanding model when it comes to looks fit and feel. In a sea of greys and blues this Egyptian Mig-21 will easily be the first model people notice, and this is good.

All opinions expressed in this review and on the Hobby Master Collector website are those of the site owner and do not necessarily reflect those of Hobby Master Limited. There is no legal connection between the two mentioned parties.
