HA0126 Dauntless “Operation Torch” review

This Hobby Master model was very easy to remove from the plastic shell, no wrestling with the two halves to separate them.

You have the option of on or off the stand displaying, bombs or no bombs, canopy open or closed. In my opinion there is there are two things that need improving when it comes to the cockpit. First I would like to see the open canopy option made so the now two larger pieces that overlap are molded as one piece. This would give you the same visual effect and would solve the problem of how to keep the pilots portion of canopy from falling off. Second problem with the cockpit, no pilot figure available for those that like to display their models with a pilot. If the figure is loose and not permanently fastened in place it can be used as an option. Such a superb job was done with the Hobby Master Mig-21 pilots that it is now expected to find one available for all their planes.

The main landing gear, like that of the F6F Hellcat needs a small drop of white glue to keep them in place. It looks like the holes in the wing wheel well aren’t quite deep enough for the struts to sit in to provide the support needed for this heavy model.

The markings and paint are very well done but there is one tiny error, the right wing tip navigation light is blue instead of green. This probably is an easy fix with a green felt marker or a dab of paint. Other than this the markings are well applied and accurate. The dive brakes are in the open position and are painted in an eye catching red, a very nice touch. 

This model doesn’t come with the new and improved display stand but it certainly does the job well and keeps your plane stable by using a tripod head. A little wobble is all you get if you bump against your display case but it is annoying especially if you bump into things a lot. Overall this is a fine model and very good representation of the famous Dauntless. 

