HA0112  SBD-3 Dauntless VS-5, USS Yorktown "Battle of Coral Sea", 1942 1/72 die-cast display model
Nicknamed "Barge" or "Clunk" the SBD also went by the nickname "Slow but Deadly."

Like the Hobby Master Stukas, the packaging for the model is extremely well done. A fair amount of time must have been spent designing these eye catching works, there are pictures of the model along with several attractive graphics and information concerning this particular planes history (SBD-3 Dauntless VS-5, USS Yorktown "Battle of Coral Sea", 1942) all this is highlighted by a nice silver color background fading through shades of grey to some white.  The box is constructed of a heavy grade cardboard, which offers added protection of the model during shipping. The front panel of the box is held closed by a Velcro tab and with a slight tug, flips open to reveal the picture framed model inside the box. This is the standard for all Hobby Master boxes so far. 

Inside you will find a very well packaged model, securely held in place inside a thick molded plastic shell. This shell is in two parts that you separate in order to take out the model and accessories that are held snuggly inside. Unlike one or two companies, you don’t have to destroy the box and shell in an effort to get the model out. All these nice features are the same as Dragon and most are the same as Corgi. Hobby Master even took the precaution to put plastic sleeves over the wing tips to protect the stars with the red center.

Like other Hobby Master aircraft, you’ll like the weight of this model; very little plastic will be found on this one. Speaking of plastic, the canopy is made from crystal clear plastic, no milky look to it at all. The fit of the canopy is excellent, no large gaps here. Like the Stukas, the plastic ribs that form what would be the metal framework for the glass panels of the canopy, are painted without one drop or smudge of paint being out of place, amazing. The Dauntless comes with a variety of options for the canopy: completely closed, only the gunner’s portion open, only the pilots portion open, or both the pilot and gunner’s canopy open. A really nice touch, the only drawback is the lack of a pilot and gunner. Completely removing the canopy will show you a nicely done cockpit, with an instrument panel and stick. The inside paint and finish are as well done as the exterior, which is perfect, no over spray and as smooth as you’d ever want it. The rear gunner’s 7.62mm machine gun is included and from what I can tell is metal. The fixed front 12.7mm machine guns are also well done, the cowling is grooved to accommodate them so they look like they really are ready to fire.

The dive brakes don’t move but look very nice, like the actual plane the holes are completely through from top to bottom, not just dimpled. There even are the foot holes for the crew to use to get in and out of the plane, service panels are marked. The pitot tube is also included on the port wing. The engine cowling fits perfectly on the fuselage and all the vents are closed you won’t find one open and the rest closed. Looking at the nose you see a good replica of the radial engine prop and hub. Hobby Master even went and added the markings on the prop, just another nice little touch.

On the underside, unlike the prototype model, you find one painted bomb under each wing and another painted one in the working trapeze under the belly. If you like to display the model with the belly bomb in the up position there is a little nipple on the bomb that fits into a small hole that keeps it in place. The Dauntless could carry either one 454kg bomb or one 227kg bomb under the belly and two 113kg or two 454kg bombs under the wings.

As with the Stukas the three piece stand is black and of the same quality as Dragon. It comes with a feature that will be well received by the collector, a tripod as the third piece. One arm of the tripod has a small nipple that fits tightly into a equally small hole in the bottom of the plane. The other two arms reach forward and position under the inside edges of the wings and act as a cradle. This combination adds real security and won’t allow the model to droop forward or in any direction so you don’t have to worry about finding your model just after it did a 90 degree dive but didn’t pull up in time.

The undercarriage fits nicely into the wing, whether you are displaying the model with wheels up or down. Like all the other companies undercarriage, I would recommend a tiny drop of white glue to make absolutely sure your plane doesn’t do a belly landing. By using white glue it dries clear and is water soluble and easily removed. I like the option of gear up or down at my discretion. The wheels are rubber but do not roll.

The only thing that I found off about the model is the black in the elevator panel lines. Maybe it stands out more because the elevator is a smaller surface than the rest of the plane. It isn’t anything like FOV’s first release of  planes or all of IXO’s planes but it definitely is noticeable when compared to the rest of the model. Not enough that I went yuck or would not recommend that you buy it, it just is a little extra.

For a new company Hobby Master sure has come out swinging. There’s not going to be many people saying, “what do you expect, it’s only their first models, there’s bound to be several faults or errors.” I would expect this level of workmanship from a company that has been around for a year or more, not just months.

Conclusion: You should be able to admire this model in any collection, including those of the other top companies.

