HA0111 - SBD-2 Dauntless, VB-2, USS LEXINGTON, with a paint scheme used prior to WWII

Once again Hobby Master has created a beautiful replica of a Dauntless. This yellow and silver gem came packaged in the standard well-made box by Hobby Master. You certainly don’t want anything to happen to this model. If you are looking for a splash of color to add to your all grey, green or blue collection this is the infusion you’re looking for. All control surfaces are yellow and the fuselage a nice silver. The markings are expertly applied on what I would call a flawless paint finish. The bombs and crutch are accurately scaled and fit well under the wing and fuselage. The tail hook and rear wheel all are of correct proportion and look like they belong as part of the model. The fit of the engine cowling, the canopy, the free spinning propeller, all are superbly done, no large gaps can be seen. The black panel lines are very well done except for the rudder and elevator. As with the other Dauntless I would attribute this extra black to the larger space between what would be in reality the fixed and the moving control surfaces. I have the same recommendation for this model as I do with the other Dauntless, get one, the black is far from being that severe that it ruins the plane. The dive brakes are completely drilled through which adds to the realism and accuracy. The only other minor suggestion for Hobby Master and it is minor it would be nice to see a small vertical rib added to each side of the stand. I think this would make the stand more rigid and give it less of a tendency to make the model wobble when anything bumps the display case or if you accidentally tap it when arranging other models.

In conclusion: another masterpiece from Hobby Master, which would be an excellent addition to your collection. If Hobby Master keeps producing such well-made models it will be very hard to find new words and phrases to review future planes. Already they are going to release an “Operation Torch” Dauntless with the dive brakes permanently open. Hobby Master must be having a difficult time to improve upon new models when there is such little room for improvement.

