Review for HA0104 German MIG-21 MF, JG-1, Dec. 1990


I found another way of saying beautiful, HA0104. Before I even got this model out of the box I really liked it, a real eye catcher paint scheme and applied with the usual Hobby Master professional finish. It’s the same plane as the HA0103 Polish Mig-21 and HA0105 Iraqi Mig-21 but there is just something about the color scheme, two-tone green and bluish grey belly with just a few patches of gold and red markings with a red II/Jagdstaffel insignia on the left side of the fuselage half way down the plane and all topped off with a fine version of the Sharkmouth. All the markings are fabulously done clean crisp without even a hint of smudging. 
As people have said before there are a few fiddly parts when it comes to the undercarriage but if you have done one Mig-21 you won’t have any problem with this one it will definitely be worth every second it takes. The reason Hobby Master doesn’t make the landing gear strut all part of the strut is they are worried that it being so thin that it will be broken off and lost. So it comes separate and only takes a drop of white glue on each end and it’s in place. Including it will make a difference in appearance that is, to those who really go over their models checking every minute nook and cranny. 

I found all the parts had an excellent fit, very little need for white glue. I was very pleased that Hobby Master has continued to supply optional ordnance that looks just super hanging under the wings and fuselage. The only problem with this model and the other Mig-21s is you can’t display the plane on its stand and have the centerline belly tank in place. The tripod head of the stand should be made so it will hold the model with or without the center tank. In my own personal opinion, displaying the Mig-21 without the tank just isn’t an option; it is part of what makes this one mean looking machine. 

Once you open the canopy; which can be displayed opened or closed, you’ll find a very nicely done pilot figure but I noticed that the instrument panel had good detail however because it was all black without any contrasting white or silver it just didn’t stand out like it should. The rest of the cockpit interior seemed quite nice.

Panel lines definitely ARE NOT a problem, I found there to be just the correct amount of wash on the underside to give a weathered look but not too much to ruin the effect. On the topside it looks like Hobby Master just did an excellent job etching the panel lines and minimal use of a wash so there are no heavy black lines; that is nice to see, or should I say not see.

Personally I find the Mig-21 to be one of the nicest looking planes to have ever flown so I’m looking forward to Hobby Master’s next Mig-21 releases HA0105 and HA0125 Mig-21SMT Soviet Air Force Frontal Aviation Units.
